
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
9  May  2025 

Dear parent/carers, 
 
Yesterday was VE day and Mr Clarke organised an exceptional experience for some of our 
History students by involving them in the Holocaust 360 programme. This was an 
interactive Virtual Reality session that allowed students to ask a survivor questions about 
their experiences, as well as view the location of his former childhood home in Germany, the 
concentration camp where he was imprisoned and finally where he was liberated. 

VE Day is celebrated for many reasons, for the individual looked at yesterday, Manfred 
Goldberg, VE Day was when he was liberated by British tanks on the German Baltic coast. 
Whilst it was the end of the war for Manfred another battle endured, one to find his 
surviving family and to find out what happened to his younger brother. Whilst he was able 
to be reunited with his mother and father, he was never able to learn of how his brother 
died. It was an incredible story of one man’s journey through one of the darkest periods of 
human history and a reminder that it continued to shape the lives of those who 
experienced it long after VE Day. 

This was a superb use of modern technology and a salient reminder that as each year 
passes the distance between us and the horrors of the world wars grows and we need 
impactful reminders lest we forget. Israeli educational psychologist Haim Ginott writes 
about a letter that teachers would receive from their principal, a survivor,  each year::  
 
“I am a survivor of a concentration camp. My eyes saw what no person should witness: 

gas chambers built by learned engineers. Children poisoned by educated physicians. 
Infants killed by trained nurses. Women and babies shot by high school and college 

graduates. 
 

So, I am suspicious of education. 
 

My request is this:  Help your children become human. Your efforts must never produce 
learned monsters, skilled psychopaths or educated Eichmanns. Reading, writing, and 

arithmetic are important only if they serve to make our children more human.” 
 
Dangers of reservoir swimming : Members of our local community have highlighted 
concerns about reports of children accessing local reservoirs. As temperatures rise, it’s 
natural for children to seek ways to cool off, but swimming in reservoirs poses serious and 
often underestimated dangers. Unlike pools or designated swimming areas, reservoirs have 
hidden currents, sudden drop-offs, and extremely cold water beneath the surface—even on 
the hottest days—which can cause cold water shock and make it difficult to swim or even 
breathe. We would urge parents to speak to their children about these risks and make sure 
they are not swimming in reservoirs.   
 
On an upbeat note I was delighted to hear from Mr Dawkins  about the Gold DofE practice  
from last weekend that saw students negotiating the Welsh landscape in the Brecon 
Beacons with the wonderful experience of waking up to ice on the tent due to the 
significant drop in temperatures at the weekend. Character building stuff! 
 

 
Take care - Ian Brierly 
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REMINDERS & NOTICES 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Year 8 History Trip      -   10 May 
End of half-term      -   23 May 
Return to school      -   2 June 
Year 10 MFL support evening    -   3 June 
PGL Parents evening     -   11 June 
FOCUS week       -   23 -27 June 
 
THE MEDICAL ROOM 
 
We have had some recent issues with parents/carers who are telling their child to come to 
the medical room if they are feeling unwell for our medical officer  to call to get them 
collected. A number of these students are well enough to stay in school and when this is 
explained the students become rude and confrontational using the notion that ‘my 
mum/dad said..’. 
 
Please support us by ensuring that the right messages are sent to your child about 
remaining in school. If you send your child into school then they are well enough to be here 
and the medical officer is eminently qualified to judge if a student should be sent home. 
Thank you. 
 
CAREERS 
 
Work Experience 
We still have a number of our year 10 students looking for a work experience placement for 
23rd-27th June.  If you are able to offer a placement please contact Mrs Sinacore, our careers 
adviser at wex@johncolet.co.uk, we are particularly keen to find placements in construction, 
carpentry or sports related roles. 
 
CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

● Cover Supervisor 
● Assistant to the Head of Sixth Form 
● Geography / Business Studies teacher 

 
Please check our website for further details here. 

 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 
If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
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https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for practical tips 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CFCDn1FtBdHvN2tsktUDE7mNbJImkDc-/view?usp=sharing
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT 

 
Dear parents and carers, 

 

We hope that you and your families are settling into the 

new summer term. We are writing as we wanted to remind you that our school subscribes to Tooled 

Up Education.  

 

This gives you privileged access to an online platform packed full of resources, podcasts, webinars, 

activities and practical advice to help support you in all matters to do with parenting and family life. 

 

Here are two quick resources highlighting how you can make the most of your Tooled Up membership. 

● 10 Things About Tooled Up Parent Benefit Sheet  - this is attached to the email 
 

● Tooled Up Tour Video Link - this is a 5 minute video walk through of the platform, showing 

you how to navigate its features 

If you have already signed up for an account: simply click this link to access 

 

To register for your free account now: click Create my Tooled Up Account, enter your email address 

and our unique school PIN (available from the school office). 

 

To view the platform on your phone: click this link or scan the QR code with your phone camera.  

 
If you have any question, please just click on the ‘Support’ button on the website and one of the 

Tooled Up team will be happy to assist you. 

 

 

 NETFLIX:ADOLESCENCE → RESOURCES 
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https://vimeo.com/1000387843/3a216c7e88?ts=0&share=copy
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/sign-up
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/contact
https://smoothwall.com/adolescence?utm_campaign=11792288-UK%20%7C%20Adolescence%20Campaign&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Zq-XcJap0I73bOUZLgi46g0tIUiEniHpQiyoB4kGKId2KEJQNIKnIgpz_uiAIFMXVSr5VrQqtbrowNkGffVwQEf4dAQ&_hsmi=357988676&utm_content=357988676&utm_source=hs_email
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT / ACTIVITIES 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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