
 
Chairman’s report 2019 – Sarah Williams 

Firstly, let me thank the current committee trustees, Sian, Maurice, Michelle, 

Kathryn and Ines and the many  volunteers (too many to mention – you know 

who you are) for the time and effort they have put in this year, it is much 

appreciated and I know that finding the time in all our busy lives has been 

especially difficult due to the fact that we all work and have growing children!   

I want to thank Mr Harty and the school for their support too, it’s so important to 

feel that what we are doing is making a difference and having the backing of the 

school is paramount to that. 

So on to the important stuff, it’s been a quite a year!  We have completed the seating area and have 

conquered the British weather that threw everything it could at us, to complete a great usable area 

with lots of seating.  Again, thanks go to the greater school community who voted for us in the Aviva 

Community Fund, although we did not get the grant we set out for, we were gifted £500.00 towards 

the project for being finalists.  We were also given a healthy boost from Wendover Community Trust 

to enable us to buy 6 benches for the area, all in all it was worth the hard work and effort! 

Quiz night was once again a successful night.  Mr Harty made a fantastic Quiz Master and I’m 

pleased to report that he has kindly agreed to do it all again in November. The Year 7 disco was well 

attended and this year we are opening it up to Year 8 children as well, resident school DJ Freddie,  is 

booked and ready to go!  The Race Night was a slow burner and at one point I was ready to pull the 

plug on the event, but we made it to the finish line (excuse the pun) and had a great night!  It is 

interesting to note that the other 2 schools on the campus cancelled their spring term fundraisers 

which is such a shame, but we have been in that position before and wonder if it’s just not a good 

time for a fundraising event to be held? 

Mufti Days have been increasingly well supported which is fantastic as this money we want to pour 

back into the school each year for the new school year.  Applications came from school staff and 

were all agreed with the first of the funds transferred before the end of last term.  We still have 

money in the pot from 18/19 Mufti Days so will offer more funding when appropriate. 

We continue to sell 2nd Hand Uniform and ask Parents to support us by using Easyfundraising, 

Amazon Smile, The Giving Machine and playing The Vale Lottery.  These are not big money makers 

but do add to the pot and ‘Every Little Helps’ 

The Summer Term saw the Multi Terrain Run, again brilliantly supported by not just John Colet 

parents, pupils and staff , but by the greater Wendover Community.  The event was a great success 

thanks to the team of volunteers, all parents of the school, that pulled the project together. We will 

be running this event again – date to be set.  I was sad to miss Sports Day this year but was so 

pleased to hear how polite the children were when attending the Tuck Stall, we made a great 

amount of money.  Thank you to Ines and her team of willing volunteers for taking it on! 

So, what next?  Well, we continue to want to light the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) subject to 

planning permissions and re-surface it too, if funds allow.  The first quote we received bowled us 

over slightly meaning we will have to look to a wider audience for the funds such as National Lottery 

or Sports England.  We hope that by doing this we can bring in extra income for the school as well as 

benefit the students during the winter months for after school clubs such as netball.   

I hope to be able to add to the committee so that we can do even bigger and better events that, at 

the moment, we don’t have the bodies to fulfil.  We are growing in the right direction and we are 

being well received by the school community so I can’t really ask for more.  Onwards and Upwards!  

Sarah Williams 


