
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
16  May  2025 

Dear parent/carers, 
 
This week I handed over our briefing to Mr Clarke… 
 
Two years ago, following the retirement of our previous trip provider we sought other 
external travel agents to support our Y8 Battlefields trip. Despite approaching 3 well 
established companies the cost was nearly £200 higher than previous years. 
Understandably inflation and the credit crunch meant that for the first time in nearly 13 
years there would not have been a battlefield trip. 
 
To try and avoid this and cut costs we decided to organise and run in house, with staff 
taking on all aspects of the running, including the tour guide role! Whilst this created much 
more work, both before and during the trip, it enabled us to take twice as many students for 
a much reduced cost. 
 
Four days is a long time for students to be away from their families. For many students it is 
the first time they have been away from their country without their parents. Watching them 
interact and explore their surroundings, making friendships and memories, it really helps to 
make all the preparation, responsibilities and stress worthwhile. On this trip alone we were 
able to take four students to the location that their relative is commemorated.  All of whom 
were the first in their family to visit these markers.  
 
Again we had glowing feedback from the hotel managers, shops and business that we 
frequented. Each commented how polite and well behaved our students were.  Because of 
all this, trips remain one of my favourite parts of teaching, a truly rewarding experience.  
 
Special thanks to Tomos of Masons, by far our best coach driver. Always happy to help and to 
adapt to any unforeseen travel challenges. Thank you to all the team who supported the 
operation of the Somme Ypres Battlefields trip 2025. 
 
“Dear Mr Clarke, 
 
I just wanted to email to say a huge thank you for arranging the trip to the battlefields of France and 
Belgium for year 8.  
 
As soon as the trip was announced, my son was eager to be able to attend as it relates to one of his 
interests. He has only been home a couple of hours and he has not stopped telling us about and 
showing us pictures of his experience. I know this trip and the honour of being able to lay the wreath 
at Menin Gate is something he will never forget. 
 
I’d also like to thank you for your time prior to the trip to chat to my son about his concerns and 
taking those into consideration. Please pass on my thanks to the whole team and especially Ms 
Collins for her help with medical needs.  Once again, a MASSIVE THANK YOU for giving my son this 
opportunity to enrich his learning. “ 
 
Take Care - Mr Clarke 
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REMINDERS & NOTICES 

A POSITIVE REMINDER… 
“Dear office, 
 
I just wanted to take the time to positively feedback about the behaviour of some year 7 and 
8 children this afternoon when a year 7 pupil fell over very badly on her walk to her pickup 
point after school.  She had a head injury and was bleeding quite heavily and a group of 
pupils stopped, made sure she was ok and ran to get me from our pickup point whilst 
others stayed with her.  Another pupil gave us tissues and missed his bus as he was staying 
with her. 
 
It was lovely to see the Colet pupils all coming together and being so kind. The child who fell 
is ok (but a bit battered!). People are often far too quick to reprimand young people and to 
look for the negative and so I felt compelled to let you know how proud I am to be a ‘Colet 
mum’ today. 
 
Thanks and regards” 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
End of half-term      -   23 May 
Return to school      -   2 June 
Year 10 MFL support evening    -   3 June 
PGL Parents evening     -   11 June 
FOCUS week       -   23 -27 June 
 
CAREERS 
Work Experience 
We still have a number of our year 10 students looking for a work experience placement for 
23rd-27th June.  If you are able to offer a placement please contact Mrs Sinacore, our careers 
adviser at wex@johncolet.co.uk, we are particularly keen to find placements in construction, 
carpentry or sports related roles. 
CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

● Cover Supervisor 
● Geography / Business Studies teacher 
● Exams Assistant 
● Caretaker 

 
Please check our website for further details here. 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 
If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
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https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk


 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
 

 
 
PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for practical tips 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NicqZt5TM53R7koDtj3b7JWhEjt8Md6V/view?usp=drive_link
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Some of the toughest problems we face as families 
are the ones that make daily life difficult. If you have a 

child who suffers from allergies, however mild or severe, you’ll recognise the feeling of 
second-guessing everyday activities and unfamiliar situations that might expose them to 
discomfort or risk. 

Managing allergies starts with being informed and prepared. Understanding how they 
develop, what triggers them, the risks for your child, and the best approaches to treatment 
and prevention can make a big difference. It also helps to support your child in learning how 
to manage their allergy independently. 

Tooled Up’s go-to expert on allergies, Professor Adam Fox, is one of the world’s leading 
specialists in paediatric allergy. In our most recent live Q&A Ask Professor Adam Fox 
Anything About Allergies, he addressed a wide range of topics from food allergies to hay 
fever, testing and medication. 

You can hear more from Professor Adam Fox in our three previous live webinars. One 
standout session, Allergies and Asthma, explores the connection between allergies, asthma 
and eczema, and covers key topics such as steroid use, diet, desensitisation and various 
treatment options. 

If you’re looking to reassure your child and help make allergies feel more normal within the 
family, our curated list of Books to Support Children with Allergies showcases a range of 
engaging, relatable titles featuring characters navigating similar challenges. 
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/ask-professor-adam-fox-anything-about-allergies
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/ask-professor-adam-fox-anything-about-allergies
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/allergies-and-asthma-qanda-with-professor-adam-fox
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-to-support-children-with-allergies
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT / ACTIVITIES 
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WALK to SCHOOL WEEK  
 

Next week is Walk to School Week. To support this and our endeavours to 
ensure our young people have a healthy and safe journey to school and other 
providers on the campus, we will be having an action day on Wednesday 21st 
May. 

 
We know how much this issue matters to you as parents & carers, and we 
understand the complexities of trying to get our young people to school from 
many different locations. 

 
Next week, and especially on Wednesday, we are asking all parents and carers 
to try to  take green and active travel routes to the campus. 

 
If driving is unavoidable, please park at one of the alternative drop off and pick 
up points identified on the map below and try to car share wherever possible. 
These points are all within a 10 minute walk of the campus. 

 
We know if we work together we can reduce congestion and improve safety 
around the Wharf Road Campus. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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