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Every Student Thriving

26 September 2025
Dear Parent/Carer,

Today is National Teaching Assistant's Day and a day to celebrate and recognise the work
that teaching assistants do in schools. At John Colet our Teaching Assistants are referred to
as Learning Support Assistants.

At our school, we're lucky to have an extensive team of Learning Support Assistants (LSAs).
You may hear your child mention them, or see them around in classrooms. But what do
they actually do, and why are they so important?

Supporting Children in the Classroom: LSAs work alongside teachers to give children that
little bit of extra support when they need it. Sometimes this means helping a whole group
with their work, at others it's sitting alongside one child to guide them through a tricky task.

Building Confidence: Many children just need a bit of encouragement to believe in
themselves. LSAs are brilliant at breaking things down into smaller steps, celebrating
progress, and helping pupils feel proud of what they can do.

A Friendly Face: For lots of children, LSAs are a trusted adult they can turn to. Whether it's a
wobble in learning or a tricky moment in the playground, LSAs help children feel safe and
supported.

Helping Teachers Teach: Because LSAs can give that focused support, teachers are freed
up to keep the whole class moving forward. It means everyone benefits — not just the
children receiving direct help.

Inclusion for All: Every child deserves to feel part of school life. LSAs play a big role in

making sure children with additional needs or disabilities can join in lessons, activities, and
friendships just like everyone else.

LSAs are a huge part of what makes our school a supportive and successful place for
children. They're not just “extra hands” — they're trained professionals who make a real
difference to learning and wellbeing every single day. If you would like to recognise the
work and/or support of any of our LSA's please visit the National Teaching Assistant Day
website HERE. It serves to remind us that not only does every child matter in school but so
does every adult.

A reminder that next week is our Year 6 Open Evening. Both sessions of the Head's address
are fully booked but you may still visit the school regardless.

Support for Year 11 Mock Interviews: Following the great feedback from previous years and
growing interest from our current Year 11 students, we are pleased to be hosting mock
interviews on Wednesday 15th October 9.30am-12.30pm. If you are able to support this
valuable event and help our students gain interview experience please get in touch by
emailing careers@johncolet.co.uk.

Take Care - lan Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

2 October Year 6 Open Evening

3 October INSET Day

6 October Year 6 Open Morning

13 November ‘Into the Sixth’ Open Evening

CURRENT VACANCIES

e Cover Supervisor

Please check our website for further details here.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our

Safeguarding Team via - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk

PE KIT

Bottoms - JCS Shorts, JCS Skorts, JCS navy leggings or plain black/nhavy leggings
Top - JCS T-Shirt

JCS half-zip or JCS Blue Hoodie (Other forms of top or Hoodie are not acceptable)
White socks (required for every sporting activity)

Long Blue socks (required for both rugby and football)

Sports trainers that do not mark surfaces.

NO Nike pro-style shorts or converse style trainers

MESSAGE FROM TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHY

Dear Parents,

Have you ordered your school photos yet? A polite reminder that the closing date for free
delivery back to school is Wednesday 1 October 2025. Order through the Tempest website
using your unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk

If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 01736
751555 (option 3).

Many thanks

TEMPEST
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INTRO: To ‘RIGHT TO CHOOSE FOR AUTISM/ADHD ASSESSMENT’ WORKSHOP

We will be running a session in collaboration with Propel to support any parent/carer or
guardian who is considering an ASD and/or ADHD diagnosis or who are currently on the
CAMHS waiting list for this.

Introduction to Right to Choose for Autism and ADHD Assessment
workshop.

Workshop Overview:

This workshop is designed to help parents and carers understand the NHS Right to Choose
process for ADHD and autism assessments.

We will cover:

e Your legal rights as an NHS patient in England to choose a provider for ADHD or
autism care.
Step-by-step guidance on how to request a referral from your GP.

e An overview of the ADHD and Autism 360 services, delivered in partnership with the
Propel programme.
Practical advice on completing referral forms and providing supporting evidence.
What to expect during and after the referral process.

Workshop Details:

Date: Monday 29th September
Time: 4pm - Location: John Colet School - Led by: Miss Bendel SENDCo

This will be an informative and supportive session, aimed at helping you navigate the referral
process smoothly.

How to Attend:

If you would like to attend, please RSVP by 25th September by contacting
klansdown@johncolet.co.uk

We hope you can join us and look forward to supporting you through this important process.

Best wishes, - Miss Bendel - SENDCo
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

B\ CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Conspiracy theories are false or misleading beliefs that explain events as secret plots, often involving powerful
groups. While once fringe, they are now more accessible through digital media, online influencers and because
of algorithmic recommendations. The DfE guidance document, ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (KCSIE)

explicitly recognises conspiracy theories as potential content risks. This guide will help parents and educators

WHAT ARE understand the risks, spot the signs, and build children’s resilience to conspiracy theories.

THE RISKS?

I

UNDERMINING TRUST £

Conspiracy theories can lead children and
Yyoung people to distrust democratic institutions
and British Values, teachers, and even their own
families and loved ones. This erosion of trust.
makes young people more vulnerable to

; extremist narratives by isclating them from
reliable sources of information.

ONLINE ALGORITHM
TRAPS

Social media platforms can often recommend
sensationalist content. Once a child engages
with one conspiracy-themed video or post,
algerithms push more of the same, thereby
creating an echo chamber that can intensify

their beliefs.

MENTAL HEALTH |
IMPAC

Exposure to frightening conspiracy content,

., such as global plots, viruses, or government
control, can fuel feelings of anxiety, paranoia, or
hopelessness. For some young people, it can

A trigger prolonged distress or obsessive thinking.

CREATE SAFE CONVERSATIONS

Don’t mock or dismiss any questions that children and young people
ask about conspiracy theories. Instead, create open, judgement-free spaces
to talk. This strengthens trust and makes it more likely they will confide in you.

PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING

Teach young people how to assess information critically. Encourage them

to ask appropriate questions, such as: Who is telling me this? What evidence

is there? What do other trusted sources say? Use real examples from current media
to explain your answers and reasoning.

Meet Qur Expert

Brendan O’Keeffe is a headteacher and digital education
consultant with over a decade of experience in education. As
Director of Digital Strategy across multiple schools and an advisor
to The National College, he specialises in digital safety, PREVENT,
and pastoral care.

_-..n-qu

GATEWAY TO
EXTREMISM

Conspiracy theories can often overlap with
extremist ideologies. Narratives that blame
specific groups, such as politicians, scientists, or
particular ethnic groups, can groom children in
ways that foster hate, bigotry, and
radicalisation.

S

CONFLICT WITH
PEERS o e

Belief in conspiracy theories can lead to

isolation or conflict at school. Children may
struggle with peer relationships if they express “
these beliefs or become distrustful of others who |
disagree; sometimes, confrontation can even
result in a strengthening of the belief in the
conspiracy theory.

4 | |
ERODED CRITICAL \J
THINKING lo/ok

Young people influenced by conspiracies

may reject evidence-based learning. This risks
undermining their academic progress and
weakening their ability to think critically, assess
risks, or engage in healthy debate.

MONITOR DIGITAL BEHAVIOUR

Be aware of the content children are accessing, especially on platforms such as
TikTok, YouTube, or Reddit. Use parental controls, but more importantly, maintain
ongoing dialogue about online experiences and influencers.

REINFORCE RELIABLE SOURCES

Point children toward trustworthy and reliable sources of news and
information in a variety of formats tailored to the young person’s age.
Build habits of verifying facts using reliable sources, and teach them
how to spot misleading content.

Source: See full referencelliston'guide page.at: https://nationalcollege.com/quides/conspiracy=theories
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT

DEAR PARENTS AND CARERS

Yo have Bean gifted anndal gcceds i the Tooled Up Education Platorm, detigred to provide you

with hollshc poren!ing resource wouehou wour child's educolional pourmesy

1l their school

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

/" 1(0) ABOUT TOOLED UP

Wo are the villoge.
Rahime t=a olelbesm, o rewnar
PO b DOy ) D mng w Lo i g oy and
WY W Ty . i fodaa a wil P g B I |
RS W FAEOR 1 WS e Ol Mt RO DL

[P B ML WD Finid

We pride oursehess on 15- .
CRIF FEEpOnElanEEs,

'r.--. A Beglilir ok Irssd aoooun® amad Than semnc
Hirwei L e Jul o w80 Capr §iiW. Sowe s
I [alg o i peirCE CRrsnty i

Jrpost you b, we wll cregie one for pou

We are Tamous for our

menial health resources,

but we do sa much morel

I ol 1o hundiack of resog
dmeigred o promple gorly henmnsion ara wa

M vl distreys, bl guess whot? Dur plalfomr
Al cordaine hondreds of Peasusces on aming
o dencm, yport, dhoifal fechnology and sl anylhin

yaires an o Tamd s Lial B od far Gaoghe

We belleve thera is a
manual for parenting.

Wa beallavs “hal “he ovalichile ressarch sddance ¢o

+ T Ol o paoront Sontrss e |s opT o Wiham

Emnging up childra®, We oo 1S thoat ressarch ang

grippaige wi cacaimnics ol over 1he world fo locals the

% TR DAY, WO I Feno S PN

ord sophy’ e parendicg |

You're in good compony.

e i e, gl gl Gy WisRaiairTy o Pl
parscits ond BEochar avecy r

inock
[ 53 [ B inte
7 il el 1 iaks 2k o arfy sl on

(3]

Wa run anline conflerences loa,

Life con ba uncertain,
but you con count anus ho help,
W are Marg Tor vou and wWescormd ol Qe o
T inl POGgE oV 10 Bee Wikal oihor Tootad
IR ParNE Faye ORac) U FeEtanily, Wee P gl

aort” oo on our pie o gel Poach

You con keap us
in your pockat!
Wi " optEnieed
wobede ot moldle desices

Whotever your child is
interested in, inferests us,
your child iy possionabe f:
T Cor e

asdarng univars by ple
Fover thalr patlweoy 1o greakass, Ihoe amshing s

car a0 o suppart you o support Mammn; Fall us atoul 7

P
-'"- Eﬁ—
T — ___l_.—llli
i} v | Weaoreopen 34/7,
I:E:—;—_—:'—-' 365 days of the year.
Whaen acnoals shut far the ~Raldays, our reasarch
- e, & beg .I.___}.u ||'._,'I'|

ng b Rignpost Yol fg nkpematicn

o resounces thol con casiel pou

SCHEOOLPIN

jcs2206

Ready - Respectful - Responsible - Kind - Authentic



> A %
t JAR\Y
S [ %—
AR\
Lal

FafAily Hub
Network

Buckinghamshire

How to build
Confidence and

How to deal with...

]
g:"ﬁsu"f ,“h"“':f Self-Esteem
onli £ L ot Online course for young people
nline course Tor goung peop e @ Want to feel better about yourself? Want to
Would you like to feel better about life? Do 15 August feel more confident around other people? "It was so fun, |
. t
you feel stuck and need some tips on how to to 29 August If you're in school year 7 or above, then our learnt
move on? (3 weeks) online, 5-week course could be for you. so much and "
1:30pm to 3:30pm enjoyed myself
If you're in school years 7 and above, our online or 5 online sessions cover: /
course could be for you. Sessions run on Friday * Why the media affects how we see
o p d - 22 September ourselves o)
afternoons and Tuesday evenings. to 20 October « How to cope better with setbacks
(5 weeks) * How to deal with peer pressure
Sessions cover: 6pm to 7pm * How to feel better about ourselves

¢ What stress, anxiety and low mood are
¢ Strategies to feel better

¢ How to deal with setbacks i

¢ Planning for a brighter future %‘;ﬂiggrg_ﬁge@'gﬂékmghamshi,e_gLuk

To secure your place or for more information,
scan or click the QR code.

l E o )
"It was so fun, | learnt so much and enjoyed y @
myself" | E- 24 Tuesdays Prau.d to be part of
For more information or to secure your place, scan 23 September to 21 October Farﬂ lly HUb
or click the QR code. scn nn or Network
If you need help please email 11 November to 9 December Buckinghamshi
falu'nilgmpgmg@buckinghgmﬁire gov.uk cllc“ ME 6pm to 7pm scingnamsnire

THE NURTURING PROGRAMME

LITTLE TALKERS @

18 months to 3 years old
* Focuses on children's speech,
language and communication
skills and how parents can
promote them
* Designed by Buckinghamshire
Speech and Language Therapy

3to 11 years old

* Help deal with the challenges
that come with parenting

* Think about what we do, why
we do it and how it makes us
Teel

Free
Parenting
Programmes

PARENT PUZZLE % BALANCEABILITY
oSS I é\.%

0 to 5 years old 2.5 to 5 years old

Our parenting

rogrammes will hel u + Understand challenges and * Accredited learn to cycle
prog p yo! g ¥
develop new and existing how to address them programme
parenting skills, offer * How to support your child's Ei— Develops confidence, spatial
- § h for calmer parentin awareness, dynamic balance
advice and build your growt P & " ; 4
and how to ride without
confidence as a parent. stabilisers

TALKING TEENS @ KEEPING YOUR CHILD IN MIND _ﬁ
£
4l

11 to 18 years old All ages

.,
Fa éﬁ ll H U b * Focuses on relationships * Work together in ways that
y within the family, support growing children and

Proud to be part of

communication, negotiating, a calmer family life
N e two rk decision-making and * Explore the conflict between
Buckinghamshire strategies to reduce conflict parents/carers both in a
* Learn more about teenagers current or previous
and their needs | relationship
01296 383293

familyinfo@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Come to an evening of talks & discussion
ahout the impact of smartphones on
childhood. Expect open, non-judgemental
conversation.

Hear from professionals representing
education, medicine, psychology & policing,
and from a local teenager.

A discussion and Q&A session will follow
the presentations.

Understand the latest evidence and how we
can work together to support our children.

¢ Rt Childibon

When

Monday 6™ Oct 2025
7.30pm - Spm

Where

Aylesbury High
School, HP21 7SX

Reserve your seat by
scanning the code or
visiting Eventbrite — L et’s
Talk: Children and
Smartphones

Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire
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JOHN COLET SCHOOL
NEARLY NEW UNIFORM SHOP

Open Every Day 8.15 - 8.45 am

S 7] I 4/ /o T

We have a good selection of
blazers, trousers, skirts, jumpers, shirts and PE kit items
all at NO CHARGE and looking for a good home!
(We also have a limited number of coats/jackets and shoes)

*Parents are welcome to make a donation via ParentMail
Students can get new uniform items, borrow items (if they have
forgotten theirs) and exchange items
(e.g. swap a smaller blazer for a bigger size)

Thank you for all your support however due to the
lack of space in our shop we CANNOT ACCEPT any

donations until further notice

Students and parents can email uniformshop@johncolet.co.uk to request uniform items or visit the school
website for more information. Please note we cannot guarantee we’ll have the size you need in stock

FREE'WIFI, FOOD,

GAMES AND MORE AT:

STOKE MANDEVILLE
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Eskdale Road, Aylesbury, HP22 5U)
Thursdays, 3:30pm to 6:30pm

SCHOOL YEARS:
&Ny 810N
Community # £ ‘ < € TO 7 (COMING IN
Boards CONNECT \g, X DECEMBER)
STARS g/
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	Supporting Children in the Classroom: LSAs work alongside teachers to give children that little bit of extra support when they need it. Sometimes this means helping a whole group with their work, at others it’s sitting alongside one child to guide them through a tricky task. 
	Building Confidence: Many children just need a bit of encouragement to believe in themselves. LSAs are brilliant at breaking things down into smaller steps, celebrating progress, and helping pupils feel proud of what they can do. 
	A Friendly Face: For lots of children, LSAs are a trusted adult they can turn to. Whether it’s a wobble in learning or a tricky moment in the playground, LSAs help children feel safe and supported. 
	Helping Teachers Teach: Because LSAs can give that focused support, teachers are freed up to keep the whole class moving forward. It means everyone benefits — not just the children receiving direct help. 
	Inclusion for All: Every child deserves to feel part of school life. LSAs play a big role in making sure children with additional needs or disabilities can join in lessons, activities, and friendships just like everyone else. 

