
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
28 March  2025 
 
Dear parent/carers, 
 
It has been a week of inspirational and aspirational speakers as JCS welcomed Professor 
Simon Conway-Morris from the University of Cambridge who gave a wide-ranging talk to 
students from Y7-12 encompassing his work in the field of paleo-biology and convergent 
evolution. It was fantastic for our students to hear from such an esteemed speaker and gave 
them a glimpse into Higher Education learning as well as sparking their curiosity on an 
array of topics. Additionally, Year 12 welcomed Professor Sir Keith Willett CBE to deliver a 
brilliant talk about his career as a trauma surgeon working both in the UK and abroad, his 
role as a Government advisor, his activities within the armed services and his current 
position as the chair of South Central Ambulance Service. He was incredibly engaging and 
his talk highlighted to our students the varied career routes within the NHS. 
 
As the Easter term draws to a close we begin to look towards the summer. Year 11 and 13 are 
gearing up for the full  examination season; focus week is taking shape, D of E weekends are 
being prepared for along with the World Challenge, transition is beginning and the 
experience of the world of work becomes a core focus for year 10 and year 12. 
 
For our examination students Easter is a critical time for discipline and applied focus. 
This is time that, if invested wisely, will pay high dividends in terms of examination 
performance.  Easter is late this year which means exams start very rapidly after our return. 
This makes the Easter vacation even more critical in the preparation phase for the 
examinations. I constantly urge students to aim higher than their likely grade.  The magic 
10% extra could gain a full grade (Often it is less as students frequently sit between 
grades.). A good use of time could make that gain a reality but that requires discipline, 
organisation and resilience as well as a balanced programme of play  and work.  
 
Talking of work: Work experience is an invaluable part of being educated about the world 
of work and John Colet’s commitment to this initiative is first class. Just as later in life when 
securing a job, the responsibility lies with the student to source a potential placement and 
this aspect of work experience provides an important learning opportunity..  Sourcing a 
company, making a call and then informing the school all involve independent skills.  Year 
10 and 12 , by embracing this process, significantly increases their experience and skill set 
which deepens their  character and adds value to their personal portfolio.  
 
Last week we had a Challenge Partners visit. We are part of an organisation of good or 
better schools who, throughout the year, make three day visits to each other to act as a form 
of quality assurance. This is essentially a peer to peer experience. It is very valuable as four 
leaders from four different schools from around the country formed the team that came to 
visit us. They were also led by an experienced Headteacher. We made the sixth form our key 
focus as we wanted an independent external review of our provision to inform our thinking 
for the future. Over 28 lessons were sampled, several panels of students were spoken to and 
key strategy documents assessed. It was a delightful experience and yet further evidence 
of a sixth form of high pastoral support and high challenge which supports students 
with a wealth of experiences and character building opportunities.  I will give further 
insights after Easter. 
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TOOLED UP this week focuses on the issues that have been explored in the highly 
acclaimed NETFLIX series Adolescence.  This presents some very challenging areas that 
we all need to get to grips with but can seem overwhelming and disturbing in their nature. 
But further knowledge gives us insights that may help us to help our young people so 
please check out the support and information links in the TOOLED UP section below.   
 
As always take care, be kind. 
 
Ian Brierly 
 

REMINDERS & NOTICES 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
End of Spring Term       -  4 April (2.55 finish) 
Return to school      -  22 April 
INSET Day       -  2 May 
Bank Holiday       -  5 May 
Year 8 History Trip      -  10 May 
 
THE MEDICAL ROOM 
 
We have had some recent issues with parents/carers who are telling their child to come to 
the medical room if they are feeling unwell for our medical officer  to call to get them 
collected. A number of these students are well enough to stay in school and when this is 
explained the students become rude and confrontational using the notion that ‘my 
mum/dad said..’. 
 
Please support us by ensuring that the right messages are sent to your child about 
remaining in school. If you send your child into school then they are well enough to be here 
and the medical officer is eminently qualified to judge if a student should be sent home. 
Thank you. 
 
CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

● Science Technician 
● Cover Supervisor 

 
Please check our website for further details here. 

 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 
If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
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https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for practical tips 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K3sftPUXVLJvR0oPaNQwyNx5MAo5zGRA/view?usp=drive_link
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT 

 

We understand many parents and schools are 
currently navigating concerns sparked by the themes 
highlighted in Netflix’s series Adolescence.  

 
At Tooled Up, we are committed to supporting parents and carers when it comes to the 
issues raised in the programme and have a host of resources on topics including 
misogyny, incel culture, social media and the rise of violence against women and girls.  
 
If you worry about information on TikTok, listen to our podcast Misogynistic Content on 
TikTok, which explores how incel ideology covertly proliferates on mainstream social 
media and what parents might do to counter this.   
 
Every parent has heard of Andrew Tate, the self-confessed misogynist whose videos have 
been viewed billions of times. Our webinar Andrew Tate and Toxic Influencers: A Guide 
looks at his methodologies and appeal and examines what can be done to mitigate the 
risk that exposure to this type of material can bring. 
 
For access to all Tooled Up resources on themes raised in Adolescence click Netflix’s 
Adolescence: Related Resources in Tooled Up where we have collated a comprehensive 
list to support you. 
 
IMPORTANT: UPCOMING WEBINAR 
 
Adolescence on Netflix - Action Points for Parents and Staff: 23rd April, 19:00 BST 
Join Dr Kathy Weston for this interactive session reflecting on essential lessons, key 
takeaways, and the practical actions that parents and educators can implement on the 
issues raised by Netflix’s Adolescence series.  
There will also be a Q&A at the end of the season.  

To register click here: Adolescence on Netflix: Action Points for Parents and Staff 

 

 

Ready - Respectful - Responsible 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/researcher-of-the-month-anda-solea-discusses-misogynistic-content-on-tiktok
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/researcher-of-the-month-anda-solea-discusses-misogynistic-content-on-tiktok
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/andrew-tate-and-toxic-influencers-a-guide-for-parents-and-educators
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/news/netflixs-adolescence-related-resources-in-tooled-up
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/news/netflixs-adolescence-related-resources-in-tooled-up
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/adolescence-on-netflix-action-points-for-parents-and-staff
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/adolescence-on-netflix-action-points-for-parents-and-staff
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
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