
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
 

6 February 2026 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As indicated last week I thought a few musings on young people and phones may be worth 
pondering. The DFE are clearly sending out a more direct message to schools re: phones in 
school. This is welcome as it has become an issue that needs a national steer and although 
initially giving schools autonomy around the issue was sensible we are now in different 
territory. But ‘schools’ cover everything from nursery to 6th form and as young people move 
through the system they do become more independent as a result phones are used for bus 
passes, payments in shops and medical apps are utilised to gauge health issues.   
 
It is also worth noting that it is hard to find articles, research, or studies that include the 
voice of our young people. I would not advocate the use of mobile phones in school at all 
and at John Colet we are clear that they cannot be seen, heard or used but the bigger 
picture sits beyond our walls and is embedded in society as a whole. There is a disconnect 
between how adults perceive the use of mobile technology and how young people view 
and use it. This TOOLED UP article may be of some use in considering the wider picture . 
You can find it HERE. 
 
RESET WEEK: With poor weather conditions, Christmas now well behind us and continued 
dingy evenings comes more challenging conditions in the school environment regarding 
basic behaviours. This has led to some slippage in key standards from a minority of students. 
As a result next week will be a RESET week. All activities during tutorial time will be 
suspended for the week and instead  tutors will be checking the basics : Uniform, phones in 
bags, PE kit on a PE day, equipment et al. Sweating the small stuff is vital in a school 
environment. 
 
We have also noted a small number of students talking under or over the teacher during 
lessons. This will be a key focus  in lessons  next week and I will be asking staff to warn, wait 
and if this is not impactful to issue a C1 for talking out of turn. We will then examine next 
week’s data to identify students who are prone to this disruptive and disrespectful habit. 
 
STASH CANS : On a safeguarding note I need to inform you about STASH CANS.  There are 
notionally some students who are potentially concealing contraband such as vapes  in 
'stash cans'.  Stash cans are real branded deodorant (or drinks) cans (Lynx and Impulse 
being two popular versions) that have false bottoms in which to store things - in some cases 
they even spray a bit of deodorant when tested. Be aware. 
 
YEAR 11 SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS: whether you are one of the many who have already 
expressed interest or if you are yet to apply, formal applications are now welcome to join our 
JCS Sixth Form in September. Option blocks are available to view and courses can be 
selected and confirmed on the Applicaa portal.  The deadline is 6pm on Friday 27 February.  
 
Finally one of our sixth form students would like parents/carers to engage with a very short 
survey for her EPQ project that explores the theme of gender in religion. You can find the 
survey HERE. 

Take Care  - Ian Brierly
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/screen-time-and-edtech-in-childhood-what-does-the-evidence-tell-us
https://forms.gle/rEzfyXVgQfgpMCZZ6
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REMINDERS & NOTICES 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Year 10 Exams Start​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 25.02.26 
Year 11 Consultation Meeting​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 26.02.26 
Sixth form application deadline​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 27.02.26 
 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 
 
If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
The DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) is Mr B Crawford 
 
VACANCIES 
 

●​ Casual Invigilators are required, full details are on our vacancies page. 
●​ We are also looking to recruit a Governance Professional.  
●​ If there are other roles not currently advertised please  register your interest via 

MyNewTerm (linked on our website) 
Please check our website for further details here. 
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mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
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PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for Higher Res PDF 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16_elIooEmmFM9yX6nDB-ALIfAugnD3Wx/view?usp=drive_link
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TOOLED UP 
 
Digital parenting can 
feel like one of the 
toughest parts of 
raising children today.  
 

The online world is moving fast and is not always designed with children’s 
wellbeing in mind. So how do we digitally upskill and keep young people safe 
while still empowering them to learn, connect and thrive? And how do we set 
healthy boundaries that protect them from digital harms, especially in an online 
environment increasingly shaped by algorithms that influence what children see, 
think and engage with? 
 
Tooled Up has a range of practical resources to help parents navigate this complex 
and ever-changing landscape with confidence. 

For parents of younger children, one of the biggest decisions is when and how 
to introduce smartphones. This is not a small step and it deserves careful thought. 
Our resource Phones and Devices is designed for busy parents who want clear 
guidance on setting boundaries, rules and expectations around digital 
technology, helping families establish healthy online habits from the start. 

As children grow and spend more time online, another important and often 
invisible influence comes into play: algorithms. Algorithms are not designed for 
people but for use on people, learning from what we watch, like and click on. They 
shape what children see online, the choices presented to them, and can influence 
how they think and behave. Developing Algorithmic Literacy shares some of the 
best evidence-based resources designed to help young people navigate and 
understand online algorithms. 

For a balanced update on both the digital risks and benefits young people are 
now exposed to, watch our webinar Digital Risks and Harms Affecting Teens: Tips 
for Parents where forensic psychologist Dr Aiman El Asam explores the emerging 
challenges. 
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/phones-and-devices-a-plea-to-parents-of-children-aged-8-10
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/developing-algorithmic-literacy
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/digital-risks-and-harms-affecting-teens-tips-for-parents
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/digital-risks-and-harms-affecting-teens-tips-for-parents
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT  
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