
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
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, 
6 March 2026 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
World book day was a great success and has set the stage for our world book month. Below is a taster 
of the staff contribution to launching the day with a plethora of characters from a range of fictional 
stories - How many can you name? 
 

 
 
YEAR 10 EXAMS: I would like to compliment Year 10 for conducting themselves exceptionally well 
during their examinations over the past two weeks. This will be their first time under formal conditions 
and they rose to the occasion. This bodes well for the next year as they start the final lap of the track on 
the way to the GCSE finish line. 
 
HEADLINES: This week has seen some quite disturbing news headlines regarding conflict in the middle 
east. We are very attuned to the fact that we have many forces children under our wing but also that 
this will cause a level of anxiety generally in children. We are monitoring this on a day to day basis but 
please do contact us directly if you have any concerns regarding your child’s response to the conflict 
and tensions . 
 
ASTRONAUT TALK - Selected Year 11 and Sixth Form students heard from astronaut Chris Sembroski, 
who flew on the first civilian crewed mission to complete a three day orbit of Earth aboard Inspiration4 
and also from author Samantha Tauber whose book, VNCCII, is going to be sent to the first space library! 
A brilliant talk which explained that when looking at Earth from space, the ‘overview effect’ gives 
astronauts a sense of awe and wonder and many experience a realisation that humanity is very special. 
Our conflicts and disagreements, so significant on Earth, melt away when the planet is viewed from 
such a distance. Lots of ideas for our students to think about! 
 
ENRICHMENT WEEK - To ensure our students take away the most from our scheduled Enrichment 
Week (previously known as Focus Week), I would truly encourage you to sign your child/ren up to as 
many day trips as you can. The closing date is drawing ever closer, so please do not hesitate or you may 
not get the trip you would like. 
 
Finally our annual Iceland trip heads out today and I know that the students and staff will have a 
fabulous weekend of activities that will stay with them forever. Sometimes school is about opportunity 
and the creation of great memories.  

Take Care  - Ian Brierly  



 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
 

Ready - Respectful - Responsible - Kind - Authentic 

REMINDERS & NOTICES 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 
Year 11 additional mocks        09.03.26 
Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening      12.03.26 
Year 7 Parents Consultation Evening      26.03.26 
 

ENRICHMENT WEEK 

 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 

 
If parents have any concerns about safeguarding or believe that any young person at John 
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our 
Safeguarding Team via  - safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
The DSL (Designated Safeguarding Lead) is Mr B Crawford 
 

VACANCIES 

 
● Casual Invigilators are required, full details are on our vacancies page. 
● We are also looking to recruit a Governance Professional.  

 
Please check our website for further details here. 

mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
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EID STREET FAIR 2026 

Dear Adults of John Colet Students,  

We are excited to announce our upcoming Eid Street Fair on Monday 23th March. This 
event has been organised by the Equity and Diversity School Council team and below is 
some information we think you might like to know about the event.  

Our Eid Street Fair will be held at lunch time on the 23rd March outside the school hall. 

The fair will consist of the following stalls  

● Henna tattoo (adult consent required)  
● Food and drinks  
● Giant chalk drawings  
● Art and & design competition  

Each stall will require a £1 ticket, which can be purchased from the 1st March from outside 
the hall before school. All proceeds will go to putting on the event and supporting culture day 
in April this year.  

We welcome your support for this event by donating food or beverages to provide during our 
street festival. If you wish to donate, please send your donations in with your child on Monday 
23rd March and complete the following form about your food donation. We greatly appreciate 
your support for this celebration.  

Food Donation Guidelines:  

● All food donations should be brought to school on the morning of Monday 23th 
March.  

● Please ensure that all dishes are nut-free and clearly labelled with a list of 
ingredients to accommodate dietary restrictions.  

● If required, provide serving utensils for your dish. Please label with your child’s name so 
we can make sure all items from home do return home.  

Through this event, we hope to foster a sense of belonging and appreciation for the diverse 
backgrounds that make our school community unique. Should you have any questions or 
require further information, feel free to contact lparrott@johncolet.co.uk  

Thank you for your support in making this event a memorable and meaningful experience for 
all.  

Warm regards - Equity and Diversity School Council Team  
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PARENT SUPPORT : Click HERE for Higher Res PDF 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ye7H_0diZNwvb4KfTU6khXDs4sokCqlI/view?usp=drive_link
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TOOLED UP 
JOHN COLET is signed up to ‘TOOLED UP’ which means parents/carers get free access 

to ALL resources if they register.  
To register go to : www.tooledupeducation.com/register - Simply enter your details and 

the John Colet PIN which is: JCS2206 
 

How we talk to children 
matters. Words don’t just 
communicate; they shape a 
child’s sense of safety, identity 
and self-worth. Sometimes 
harm caused by words is loud 
and obvious but more often it is 

subtle, woven into everyday interactions. Research shows that repeated exposure to belittling 
or persistently critical language can affect children’s emotional wellbeing and long-term mental 
health. 

Reflecting on our language isn’t about being perfect. It’s about awareness - noticing when our 
words support growth or when they risk undermining emotional safety. 

At Tooled Up, we’ve gathered expert insight to help you build children up with your words, 
nurturing resilience and confidence at every stage of childhood. 

Supporting young children can sometimes feel challenging. In moments of stress or frustration 
we may fall back on approaches we experienced ourselves. While certain responses may stop 
behaviour in the moment, do they truly teach the lessons we want young children to learn? 
Our article Smacking, Discipline and Listening to Children: Insights for Parents explores 
what physical punishment communicates to young children and why warmth combined 
with firm boundaries is more effective. 

As children grow they become more aware of identity and social norms. Playground language 
can sometimes be hurtful, and adults may feel unsure how to respond. That’s So Gay: How 
to Respond if Primary-Aged Children Use the Word Gay as an Insult gives clear, 
practical guidance for addressing this and any hurtful language calmly, helping build 
empathy, respect and emotional literacy. 

During adolescence, language plays a powerful role in identity and peer dynamics. 
Teenagers are particularly sensitive to criticism and comparison, making affirming 
communication vital. Our webinar Words Matter: Protecting Young People and Children 
explores how words can support or undermine development, providing strategies for 
adults to guide teenagers through this complex stage.  

  
                                               

http://www.tooledupeducation.com/register
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/smacking-discipline-and-listening-to-children-insights-for-parents
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/thats-so-gay-how-to-respond-if-primary-aged-children-use-the-word-gay-as-an-insult
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/thats-so-gay-how-to-respond-if-primary-aged-children-use-the-word-gay-as-an-insult
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/words-matter-for-children-protecting-young-people-and-children-conference-talk
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT  
 

  

 


